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 OCCSB TRUSTEE REPORT

Kathy Ablett, R.N. 
Trustee Zone 9
Capital/River Wards 
Telephone:  526-9512

Welcome to February and a flurry of 
activity as the new semester begins.

Immaculata High School

Exam marks are back and 
students are gearing up for a new 
start.  This semester, many of our high 
school students will be taking part in 
several educational/social justice trips 
to other countries.  We wish you safe 
travel and we know this experience 
will be life changing in so many ways.
 
Corpus Christi

Corpus Christi is getting ready for 
their annual ‘Jump Rope for Heart’ 
and their Mardi-Gras celebration to 
be held on March 8th at 6:30 pm.  It 
is always a wonderful family time 
and there will be lots of great auction 
items with the proceeds going to the 
parent council for their numerous 
school initiatives.  I’ll see you there!

General Board Updates
French Program Review – 

Update
In December the Board discussed 

the update provided by the French 

Program Review Steering committee.  
The group is examining the current 
French program offered by our 
Board; the possible impact of the 
Ministry of Education’s revised 
curriculum for French to be released 
2011-2012; and, the course of action 
our Board is taking to move forward 
in 2011.  Subcommittees are looking 
at programming options, immersion 
entry points, financial and staffing 
considerations and enrolment 
numbers. 

The Board will hold public 
consultation sessions in February and 
March 2011 to provide information 
about current practices and to seek 
input from the community about 
French programming for the future 
(see next paragraph).  Additional 
feedback will be sought via the 
Catholic School Parent’s Association 
and through various on-line and/
or social network forums.  For 
information about the Board’s 
current French program options go 
to:  OttawaCatholicSchools.ca/media.
php?mid=36549

French as a Second Language – 
Public Consultation Dates Set

The Board will be holding public 
consultation meetings on French as 
a Second language (FSL) programs 
and curriculum.  The purpose of the 
meetings will be to share information 

and to get input on current and future 
programs available in schools.  

The meetings are:  
• Monday, February 7, at Mother 

Teresa High School 
• Thursday, February 24, at Lester 

B. Pearson Catholic High School 
• Tuesday, March 1, at Holy 

Trinity Catholic High School; and 
• Thursday, March 3, at 

Immaculata High School.  
All meetings begin at 7 p.m. 

School To Be Safe In 

Superintendent Peter Atkinson, 
Dr. Elizabeth Paquette, and Dr. 
Francine Chappus, outlined the 
implementation of the Ministry of 
Education’s Caring and Safe Schools 
In Ontario: Supporting Students with 
Special Needs through Progressive 
Discipline, Kindergarten to Grade 12.  
The document is a resource to help 
educators address issues of student 
behavior through instruction and 
interventions tailored to the student’s 
needs, and through ongoing efforts 
to build and maintain caring and safe 
school cultures.

School staff is being trained to 
resolve behavior problems using 
progressive discipline, which shifts 
the focus from solely punitive 
measures to corrective and supportive 
measures.  Principals, vice-principals, 
guidance staff and teachers are 

learning to use a continuum of 
prevention programs, interventions, 
supports, and a range of consequences 
to address inappropriate behavior.  

Helping Students Grow Up

In the school improvement plans, 
transitions have been identified as 
a key area of focus.  The Transition 
Committee developed three new 
brochures for students, parents and 
teachers on three key transition times:  
Grade 6 to Grade 7, Grade 8 to Grade 
9 and Grade 10 to Grade 11.  The 
committee worked with teachers, 
students and parents to bring different 
‘voices’ to the brochures.

All three brochures feature 
common themes: Who am I?  What do 
I need to know at this stage of my life? 
and Where am I going? The brochures 
are available online and have links to 
key resources that will help students 
in their planning and study life as they 
make important choices.  View at:  
OttawaCatholicSchools.ca/content.
php?doc=7053

If, at any time, I can be of assistance 
to you please do not hesitate to call 
me at 526-9512.
Sincerely, 
Kathy Ablett

“Your Trustee”

By William Burr

A sculptor and an architect are 
getting ready to hang stars in 
the sky.  

Alisdair MacRae, the sculptor, 
and his girlfriend and collaborator 
Negar Neyfollahy, the architect, 
are engraving constellations onto 
aluminium banners that will hang from 
light poles on Stittsville’s Hazeldean 
Road this spring.  They’ve completed 
their design and the star signs are now 
being cut into the banners using a 
water jet.  

MacRae, 36,  is a Carleton 
art history graduate student while 
Neyfollahy, 28, is a recent graduate 
of Carleton’s bachelor of architectural 
studies program.  

They won a contest to design 
the panels in October, part of a city-
funded public art project.

They chose to work with 
constellations to make a statement 
about light pollution, MacRae says. 
“I live at Bronson and Somerset 
and I can’t ever see stars in the sky.  
Stittsville’s still a fairly rural area.”  
They chose a variety of signs that 
can be seen from Hazeldean Road at 
various times of the year, including the 
Little Dipper, Libra, and Draco.  The 
shapes will gaze down on pedestrians 

from fourteen feet above. 
The constellations will also glow 

at night because of squares of coloured 
glass.  “Using the star signs and the 
calendar for much of our design we 
wanted to have something a bit less 
determined so we introduced random 
squares into our design to represent 
chaos,” MacRae says.  

For MacRae, the public art project 
is just a moment in a varied career.  He 
has both undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in fine art and he’s worked 
along the way as a web designer for 

the federal government in Victoria 
and for the Carleton art gallery as 
an administrative assistant, where he 
continues part time today.   

MacRae exudes a sense of reserve; 
he speaks softly and thoughtfully.  He 
arrived in Ottawa four years ago to 
exhibit some of his sculptural work.  
He realized how important French 
skills are in the city, and after a few 
years as the administrative assistant 
at the Carleton gallery, he looked into 
taking some French classes.  They 
were all full.  

“I looked at what else I could 
take.  Art history came up,“ he says.  
Now he’s hoping the MA will help 
qualify him for a teaching job.

All that matters is that his work 
have something to do with the arts, 
he says.  “I want to just keep working 
in the cultural sector, however that 
happens to be, even if it is just 
administration.”

The Hazeldean Road public art 
project “just kind of came up” for 
Neyfollahy and him.    

Working with his girlfriend 
for one of the first times has been a 
good experience, he says.  “There’s 
definitely no duels – our egos don’t 
get in the way,” 

Neyfollahy, who is currently 
doing some freelance architectural 
work in Calgary, agrees.  “I think 
Hazeldean Road Project was the break 
we were both waiting for!” she writes 
in an email.

MacRae says he has enjoyed not 
working alone for a change.  Speaking 
of solo work, he says, “There’s times 
when I’ll wonder, well, where am 
I going to go with this, what am I 
doing with this? – I’m not showing 
it anywhere, I’m not selling it, do I 
continue with it or not?  It’s a little 
easier to handle those questions when 
you’ve got someone else there.” 

“PUTTING STUDENTS FIRST”

Sculptor And Architect Build Starry Night


