
By William Burr

The droves of shoppers who 
crammed the hallways of 
Hopewell Public School could 

rationalize their spending with the 
good cause they were supporting: 
the building of classrooms in Solio, 
Kenya.

The school’s Blizzard Bazaar 
raised over $10,000 in a single 
evening on December 16th -- blasting 
through the $7000 goal the school had 
set for the entire year.  Students sold 
a variety of homemade items, from 
hand-sewn dog bandannas to comic 
books they had written themselves.  
Some  charged for games like bean 
toss or musical chairs or offered 
face painting.  Local businesses also 
donated gifts for a silent auction.  

All funds went toward the Moving 
Mountains Trust, the Irish charity 
building the classrooms in Solio.  The 
charity targeted that Kenyan town 
primarily because of the particular 
hardships it has faced.  About 20 years 
ago, the Kenyan government forced 
the community off of its land because 
of fears about overpopulation, says 
Elia Saikaly, head of the nonprofit 

Finding Life organization, and the 
man who connected Hopewell with 
the Moving Mountains charity.  

Recently, the Kenyan government 
relented and offered each Solio family 
4 1/2 acres of land, Saikaly says.  
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However, resources are scant. Many 
students currently attend school in 
tents provided by UNICEF.  

The classrooms are easily built, 
single-room structures made out of a 
“mortar mesh” system that combines 
layers of chicken wire, concrete, and 
shutter panels.  

The partnership between Saikaly 
and Hopewell isn’t completely new.  
Teachers Lesley Kathnelson and 
Andrew Wood had reached out to 
him last year to help fund-raise for a 
different project he was working on in 
Nepal.  

And Hopewell’s involvement 
with the classroom building does not 
stop with the money they’ve raised 
so far.  At the end of April, Saikaly 
will be travelling to Kenya along 
with six Ottawa high school students 
to witness and help out with the 
classroom construction.  A filmmaker 

with several titles to his credit already, 
Saikaly will catch the entire process on 
tape and broadcast it back to Canadian 
classrooms over the Internet.  In this 
way, students at Hopewell will be able 
to see the fruits of their labour.  “To 
engage young people here, you really 
need to make them feel like they’re a 
part of an experience, they really need 
to feel like it’s theirs, like they have 
some kind of ownership in it,” Saikaly 

says.  Besides the fact that the students 
are able to witness the construction, 
the classrooms, at between $5000 and 
$6000 apiece, make for accessible, 
realistic fundraising goals.

At a table in the school’s main 
corridor during the Blizzard Bazaar, 
Hopewell students Megan Saulnier 
and Robin Stanley raised over $100 
selling homemade air fresheners and 
compostable bags to go inside green 
bins.  The air fresheners were an 
ingenious combination that produced 
a completely natural scent: cloves 
wrapped up inside oranges.  The 
compostable bags were essentially 
newspapers cleverly folded to be 
able to fit inside a kitchen green 
bin, allowing for quick disposal of 
compost and avoiding leaks.

The girls said they enjoyed 
working for the charitable cause.  “It’s 
a good idea because we have a really 

good education and we have a really 
nice school but they have little tents 
that they do school in, so it would be 
nice to give them a better education,” 
Stanley said.

Saulnier agreed.  “It kind of 
feels good to get involved in the real 
world and help -- more than just go to 
school.”

Not all students sold physical 
objects.  Kids in Célyne Brunet’s 

grade 6 French immersion classes 
set up shop in the gymnasium and 
sold tickets for activities like bean 
toss, hula hoops, face painting, and 
decorating ginger bread cookies.  
“Giving doesn’t necessarily mean that 
it has to be a physical thing,” Brunet 
said.  “My students are learning that 
they can give some of their time.”

Nadeea Rahim was running the 
“tire race.”  Contestants hurled tires 
down the floor of the gymnasium 
hoping theirs would reach the wall 
first.  The winner received candy.  But 
so did the loser -- that’s the spirit of 
the event, Rahim said.  “We really 
don’t want to be that mean.”

However, Filip Bosnjak said that 
he “kind of regretted” volunteering to 
dress up as Santa Claus and allowing 
kids to get their picture taken with him. 
“I’ve been sitting here for like two 
hours and it’s really, really sweaty,” 
he said.  However, he was aware that 
he was making a sacrifice for a worthy 

cause. “It’s actually pretty good.  I’m 
getting to meet a lot of kids and we 
raised a lot of money.”

In the spring, Hopewell plans to 
organize another fundraising event for 
the Solio classrooms, says Caroline 
Thériault, a grade 8 teacher and a 
leader of the Me to We club that helped 
organize the Blizzard Bazaar.  The 
next event will hopefully be around 
the time of Earth Day in April and 
have an appropriately environmental 

theme.  Thériault suggests there might 
be an “eco-fair” or clothing swap.  

Beyond the money they raise, 
kids hopefully also improve their 
social consciousness, Thériault says.  
“They’re so well-educated and they’re 
so knowledgeable about the world and 
they have so many opportunities but 
at the same time they are children and 
so they need to have their awareness 
broadened.” 

But naturally, some will take it 
more to heart than others, Thériault 
says.  Most will say, “Yeah, I guess 
we are pretty lucky, that we have 
this amazing school,” but it won’t go 
much beyond that, she says.  A few, 
however, will ask themselves  “Wow, 
okay, so how did that happen?’” and 
“delve deeper into the social inequities 
of it all.”

Note: if you are a high school 
student interested in travelling to 
Kenya with Elia Saikaly to help build 

classrooms in Solio in April (and 
also climb Mount Kenya, Africa’s 
second highest peak), download the 
application form online at findinglife.
ca .

To view a video featuring kids 
from the Hopewell bazaar talking 
about their fundraising efforts, go to:

http://vimeo.com/17872644

Hopewell Studants ... Cont’d from page 1

Hamish Dungan, Kyla Rush, Hayley Watt, Amelia Keenan, Adam Nev-
ille.  They were selling dog bandannas and dog treats.

Robin Stanley is on the left, Megan Saulnier on the right.  They sold air 
fresheners and compostable bags to protect green bins.


